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Speak no. all the People of the Land , and 
to: the Priefts, ſaying, When ye faſted and 
mourned in the fifth and ſeventh month, even 
thoſe ſeventy years, DID YE AT ALL FAST 
UNTO ME, EVEN UN-TO. ME? 


I N the beginning of this Chapter the People 


of the Jews, who were then rebuilding 
che Temple at Jeruſalem , and had alrea- 
dy far advanced the work, though it was 
not perfe&tly finiſh'd till about two years after, 
fend to the Priefts: and the Prophets, to enquire 
of them, whether they ſhould ſtill continue the 
Faſt of the fifth moadi,, which they had begun 
in Babylon and: continued: to obſerve during the 
leventy years: of their Captivity, in a fad re- 
membrance- of; the deſtruction of the City and 
Templeiof:Feruſalem ; or ſhould not now rather 
rurn it into a Day of feaſting and gladnels ? 
To this: enquiry God, by his Prophet returns 
an anſwer in this, and the following Chapter. 
And firſt he expoſtulates with them concerning 
thoſe their monthly. Faſts, whether they = ” 
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debd deſerve that name, and were not rather ; a 


mere ſhew and pretence; of a. Religious Falt , 
verſ. 4, 5 Then came the word of the Lord of Ehſts 
wit me, yo : \Speak unto all the Reople uf. the 


Land, -and'\ to the:iPrieſts., Jaymg., We. :3e. faſted 
and mold, mn\rhe fifth and ſeventh month ;, wven 


thoſe ſeventy years, 'did ye at all faſt, umto\ mb; 'even 


unto me * The! enquiry : Was? particularly con- 
cerning the Faſt of the Fi fth month , becauſe 
the occafion of: that was:more conſiderable than 
of all the other; burrthe' anſwer :of God menti- 
ons the Faſts of. the fifth, andic feventh , mort, 
theſe two, being probably —_ with gredtty 
ſolemniry than the other; ir 
Bue-for- our. Heater-undlerſiahdidy, of this, it 
will beirequiſite'to. conſiderithe original, and 'oc- 
caſiors of 'all: their montbly:Faſts ! | which as ap: 
pears from other" places of Scripture ; in' ſhort 
was -this.: i When the. Jews. were carried away. 
Caprive Uirto Babylony ina, deep ſenſe: of, this 
great ] Judgyrient of. God: upon \ them: for their 
Ss: and'of the heavy affliction: which they lay 
atider;: they: appoirired. four anal: Faſts,, which, 
they, .obſcrved-<during: their ſeventy. years: Cap: 
cvity';- viz, the Faſt of the. fourth: mob, :in ret 
membrance of'i the. -Enemics\ breaking, | through 
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the Wall of; Jeraſalom, which wertind aention'd, 
Jer. 5.2.67. , The:!Faft :of «the ifofth month, 
in, memoty; of}, the deſtrucion. of che Ciry and | 
Temple of Jeruſalem;:verſ: 12,13. ; The Faſt 
of the ſeventh month ,..in; remembrance, of the 
flaying of. Gedaliah j,,wpon which followed the 
daperiian of the Jews, of which we have aniac- 
count, Jer. 42. 1, 2. And the Faſt of the tenth 
month, in. memory. of ' the beginning . of the 
Siege-of Jer wy of which we; hind mention , 
2 Kings E531: 23:29 1 

In this order we ;find theſe fob canal Faſts 
mention'd, Zechar. 8. 19. not. according. to the 
order-of, the Eyents,\ hut.\of, the Months, of the - 
ſeveral years.in, which theſe; Events. happened: 
And..there 'likewiſe, God, gives a full antwer, to 
this: eaquiry. congernhing the: continuance of theſe 
amual Faſts,;:oamely,, that they ſhould. for. che 
furure,be. turned into foleran Days. of joy. and 


| gladnels. And - the word of the Lord. of - Hoſts Zech. 8. 18, 


came -.unto me', ſaying , Thus ſaith the Lord. of '* 
Ho ofts,” the, Faſt: of the fourth month, and. the- Faſt 
of the. fiftb, and the. Faſt: of the ſeventh,” .and the 
Faſt of the tenth , - ſhall he. to the ow of Judah- 
' joy and gladneſs, and cheerfull Feaſts. 
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I return now to the Text, Did ye at all faft 

unto me, even wnto me? that is, did<chele Faſts 

truly ſerve to any Religious end and: purpoſe 2 

Did not the People content themſelves with a 

mere external thew and performance, without 

any inward affliftion and humiliation of their 
Souls., in order to areal repentance ? Did th 

not ftill go on in their ſins; nay, and add to 

them upon theſe Occaſions, faſting for ſtrife and 
debate and oppreſſion ? In a word , were th 

not worſe rather than better for them? And 

therefore God had no regard to them, as it fol. 

verſ.9, 10, lows in this Chapter ; "Thus fpeaketh the Lord of 

11, 12,13. Flofts, faying; Execute judgment, and ſhew mercy 
and compaſſion every 'man to bu brother; and © 

preſs not the widows nor the fatherleſs, the ſtranger 

nor the poor; and let none of you imagine miſchief 

againſt his brother. in your heart : But they refuſed 

to bearken, and pull d away the ſhoulder,- and ſtop 

ped their ears that they ſhould not hear ; yea, they 

made their heart as an Adamant ſtone, leſt they 

ſhould hear the Law and the words whith the Lord 

of Hoſts hath ſent by $þis fpirit in the former Oro- 

phets : Therefore came great wrath from the Lord of 

Hoſts : Therefore it is come to paſs, that as He cryed 

and they would not hear ; ſo they cryed, and TI would 

xet hear, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. So 
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So that notwithſtanding theſe outward So- 
lemnities of Faſting and Prayer, here was no- 
thing of a Religious Faft ; did ye at all faſt unto 
me, even unto me * They were ſenſible of the 
Judgments of God which were broken in upon 
them, but they did not turn. from their {ins , 
bur perſiſted ſtill in their obſtinacy and dilſobe- 
dience. 

And what God here by the Prophet Zechary 
calls faſting unto Him, even unto Him. , the Pro- 
phet 1/atah calls the Faſt which God hath choſen, 
and an acceptable day to the Lord. Wherefore have 
we faſted, ſay they, and thou ſeeft not * Wherefore 
have we afflifted our ſouls, and thon takeſt no know: 
ledge * Behold, ye faft for ſtrife and debate, and to 
fmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs : ye ſhall not faſt 
. #5 ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard on 
high. Is it ſuch a Faſt as T have choſen, a Day 
for a man to afflit his Soul * Ts # to bow down bits 
head as a bulruſh, and to ſpread fackcloth and aſhes 
ander him * Wilt thou call this a Faſt and an accep- 
table day to the Lord? Is it not to deat thy bread 
to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are 
caſt out to thy houſe; when thou ſeeſt the naked 
that thou cover him, and that thou hide not thy ſelf 
from thine own fleſh * Then ſhall thy light break 


forth 
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orth- us the morning, . and thy-iſatvation ſhall fpri ing 
forth ſpeedaly-:' Thew p alt thou _ and my yy 
ſhall anſwer, '&c." '- m0:<: 

From-all' which: pallages we may. willy 6a 
derſtanid wherein chele :Monthly Faſts. of the Jew 
wer? defective, | and what. was rhe faule: that:God 
finds' with them when he expoſtulates ſo ſevere- 
| ly in the Text: When ye faſted and mourned m the 
FT and: ſeventh Month) even theſe \ſeventy' years, 
did ye'at all faſt unto:me, even- mito\me?. .Inthe 
general the faulr which. God finds with them 
was this,” that theſe Solemnities did. not: ſerve 
any mah; end and. purpole.of Religion, but fail'd 
in their main: deſign, which: ws \fincere Te- 
pchtance':and'-reformation io "their lives :: -For 
which :reaſon He tells them rhat'they were- not 
at all acceptable' to Him, nor eſteem'd by Him 
as perform'd - unto \Flim., * becaulo..they did. 'nor 
anſwer the \ true' intention "and - deligr. of 
chem. 

My work art this time « ſhall be, Firſt, to con- 
{der in general what it 1s to faſt unto God, that 
5, to keep a truly Religious Faſt. Gareth ©O 
bring the matter nearer to our ſelves, F ſhall 
conſider more particularly, what the Duty of 
this Day, appointed by their Majeſties for a So- 


lemn 


hot before: the" \@areu b, 


lemn Humiliation and Repenrance troughour 
the :Natian, does | require ar "Our hands. 
; * FIG & - KAE- 35) TI 

| I fall *confider- in os auhan: 1t.'is. to 
"y unto: God, that is, 'to keep a traly Religious 
Faſt. And v7 this I ſhall give an account in 
the following) particulars Firſt, . a truly Reli- 
gious-Faſt confiſts»inithe: afflicting.:of zonr Bo./ 
dies by 2 ſtrict. abſtiheride,/thar fo.chey tnay. be' 
fit-and proper: inſtyuments to! /promoce and; help 
forward the © grief -and/tronble .of.;our- ,.minds. 
Secondly, imvithe! thumbte. Confefon'of our)Biris 
to God with ſhande hnd' confuſion of: face;: and 
with a hearty contrition - and ' forrowi for 'them. 


Thirdly: 4 aniearneſt. deprecation. of::God's dif 


pleaſure,: nd{hmarble ſapplicatiens/to Him thar 
he. waitld:-avert His: Judgmencs ant curn-away 
ts, Anger-.from .us...\ \Fourthly;i in” Interceſſion. 
with God: for-ſuch ſpiritual -angþ reraporal Blet- 
ſings upon. our:ſelves; and others: as:/are-needful}- 


abd;convenient.”: Fiftbly;) ih>Alms att: Charity 
ro.the poor,” that our Hyrhiliacion and: Prayers 
may:find acceptance-with God. © I do but men- 
tio thele particulars; that \mfy* more largely 
inſt upon. that: which I mainly-incended , and 


propoled to conlider in the next-place; :namely- 
I. Whar 
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II. 


II. What the Duty of this Day, ' appointed 
by their Majeſties for a Solemn Humiliation 
and Repenrance throughout the Nation , doth 
require at our hands. And this I ſhall endea- 
vour to comprize in the following particulars, 


Firſt, that we ſhould humble. our ſelves before 


God every. one for his own. perſonal Sins, where. 


by he hatch provoked God, and increaſed the 
publique guilt, and done his part to bring down 
the judgments and vengeance of God upon the 
Nation. Secondly, that we ſhould likewiſe 
heartily. lament and bewail the Sins of others ; 
eſpecially the great and crying Sins of the Na- 
tion, committed by all Ranks and Orders of 
men amongſt us, and whereby the wrath and 
indignation of: Almighty God hath been 1o. juſt- 
ly incenſed againſt us. Thirdy, we ſhould moſt 
importunately deprecate thoſe terrible Judgments 
of God to which: theſe our great and crying Sins 
have ſo juſtly expoſed: us. Fourthly, we ſhould 
pour out our carneft prayers and ſupplications 
ro Almighty God for the preſervation of their 
Majefties Sacred: Perſons, ' and for the eſtabliſh- 
ment and proſperity of their Government, and 
for the good ſucceſs of their Arms and Forces 
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by Sea and Land. » Fifrhly, our Fafting and Pray- 


ers ſhould be accompanied with our Chatity and 


Alms to the poor and needy. Laſtly, we thould 
proſecute our Repentance and good Reſolutions 
to the actual Reformation and Amendment of 
our lives. Of theſe I ſhall, by God's aftiltance, 
ſpeak as briefly and. as plainly as I can, and lo 
as every one of .us. may underſtand what God 
_—_ of him upon. ſo ſolemn an Occaſion as 
this. | | | WEE 

Firſt, we ſhould humble our ſelves before God 
every. ohe for his own perſonal Sins and miſcar- 
riages, whereby he hath provoked God, and in- 
creafed the publique guilt , and done his parr to 
bring down the Judgments and Vengeance of 
God upon the Nation. Our Humiliation and 
Repentance ſhould begin with our ſelves and 
our own. Sins, becauſe Repentance is always de- 
{ign'd to end in Reformation ; but there cannot 
be a general Reformation withour the Reforma- 
tion of particular perſons which do conſtitute 
and make up the generality. 

And this Solomon prelcribes as the true merhod 
of a National Reformation , and the proper ef- 
fect of a publick Humiliation and Repentance ; 
ia that admirable Prayer of his at the Dedicati 
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1 Kings 8. 
37> 38, 39, 
42. 


on of the Temple: If there be, lays he, in the 
Land famine ; if there be peſtilence, blaſting, mil- 
dew, locuſt, or if there be caterpller ; or if their Ene- 
my beſiege them in the Land of their Cities : what- 
ever plague, whatever ſickneſs there be ; what prajer 
or ſupplication ſoever be made by any man, or by all 
thy People Ifracl, WHO SHALL KNOW EVERY 


MAN THE PLAGUE OF HIS OWN HEART, 


and fpread forth his hands towards this Houſe : Then 
hear thou in Heaven thy dwelling-place , and forgive, 
and doe, and give to every man according to his way, 
whoſe heart thou knoweſt, for thou, even thou onely, 
knoweſt the hearts of all the children of men; that 
they may fear thee, all the days which they live in the 
Land which thou gaveſt to their Fathers. 

You ſee here that in caſe of any pubilick Judy: 
ment or Calamity the Humiliation and Repen- 
cance of a Nation muſt begin with particular 
perſons : What prayer or ſupplication ſoever be made 
by any man, or by all thy People Iſrael, wo SHALL 
KNOW EVERY MAN THE PLAGUE OF HIS OWN 
HEART: Then hear thou m Heaven thy dwelling- 
place, and forgive. Particular perſons muſt be 
convinced of their perſonal fins and tranſgrefſi- 
ons, before God will hear the prayers and for- 
give the Sins of a Nation. 

And 
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And becauſe we cannot perform this part of 
confeſling and bewailing our own perſonal Sins, 
and of teſtifying our particular repentance for 
them, in the publique Congregation, any other- 
wile than by joining with them. in a general 
humiliation and repentance ; therefore we ſhould 
doe well, on the Day, before. the publique Faſt, 
or at leaſt the Morning before we go to the 
publique Allembly, to humble our ſelves before 
God in our Families , and eſpecially in our Clo- 
ſets; confefling to Him, with great ſhame. and 
ſorrow, all the particular Sins and Offences, to- 
gether with the ſeveral aggravations of them , 
which we have been guilty of againſt the Divine 
Majeſty, ſo far as we are able to call them par- 
ticularly to. our remembrance ;; and earneftl 
to beg of God the pardon and forgiveneſs of 
them, for his mercies ſake in Jeſus Chrift. 

And ſo likewile;, after we : return from the 
Church, we ſhould. retire again into our Cloſets, 
and there. renew our Repentance, with moſt (e- 
rious and ſincere reſolutions of 'reforming in all 
thoſe particulars which we have confefiled and 
repented of, And .if we would haye our reſo- 
lutions to come to any good , we mult make 
them as diſtinct and particular as we can; and 
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charge it upon our {elves, as to fuch and' ſuch 
Sins, for which we have-dedlared- our ſorrow 
and repettance, that we will arnend and ave bet- 
cer for the furure. | 

And we ſhould endeqvonn allo, to foriifi 
theſe good reſolutions , in the belt manner we 
can, by ſerious confideration and by ſolemn 
promiſes. of : berter 'obedience, and of a more 
conlcientious "care of. our lives and all our aci- 
ons for the future: And then, with the greateſt 
earneftneſs and: importuaity, we ſhould implore 
the aſſiſtance of God's grace and Holy Spirit to 
this purpole. 

By this means the great end of a ſolemn Faſt 
and Humiliation will be in ſome go00d meaſure 
attain'd , and not wholly defeated , as tor the 
moſt part it is, by being hudled up and loſt in 
' 4a confuled nat general Repentance, which com- 
monly ends rogether with the publique Aﬀlem- 
bly, withour any real and-permanenr effect up. 
on particular perfons: Perhaps a great part of 
the Congregation may have been in ſome de- 
gree ſorry for their Sins; but after all no man for- 
lakes them, nor is the bereer for his forrow, but 
leaves that behind him in the Church, and Car- 
ries home with him the ſame affection for his 
Sins 
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Sins which he had before, and a ſecret reſolutt- 
on not to leave them. 

Thus it was with the People of the Jews. They 
had their folemn monthly Faſts , in which they 
made a great ſhew of Humiliation, hanging down 
their heads like a bul; uſh for a day, and ſpreading ig ſack: 
cloth and aſhes under them : But there was no in- 
ward change of their minds, no real reformarti- 
on of their lives ; and atjoon as ever the pub- 
lique Solemaity was over, they turned every one 
to his former evil courlk. So God complains. 


of them ; I hearkned, fays He, and T heard, => Fer. 8.6. 


they ſpake not aright ; no man repented him of |, 

wickedneſs, ſaying, what have T done ? but they tur- 
ned every one to his conrfe., as the horſe ruſheth mto 
the battel. They ſpake not arizht,,. that is, they 


_ did not take the right bod for an effectual 


Repentance : They humbled themtelves indeed 
before God, and repented at randomor the Sins 
of the Nation in general , which they were all 
of them ready enough to acknowledge, and to 
lay a heavy load of guilt upon the Communi- 

Bur all this while, they never reflected up- 
on themſelves in particular ; they had no ſenle, 
no conviction: of their own perſonal faults tad 


miſcarriages, without which there can be no 
true 


> 
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' true general Repentance: No man repented of 
his wickedneſs, ſaying, what have T done * 

And as they had no ſenſe of their own parti- 
cular Sins which they had been guilty of , ſo 
they had no- thought of leaving them ; bur af: 
ſoon as ever the publique Fafting and Humilia- 

' tion was over, they return to them again wirh 
che ſame eager and furious appetite ; they turned 
every one to his courſe, as the horſe ruſheth into the 
battel, that is, without any conſideration, or ſenſe 
of danger. 5 

Secondly , we ſhould likewiſe upon this Day , 
heartily lament and bewail the Sins of others; * 
eſpecially the great and crying Sins of the Na- 
tion, committed by all Ranks and Orders of men 
amongſt us, and whereby the wrath and indig. 
nation of Almighty God hath been fo juſtly 
incenſed againſt us. 

This hath been the temper and practice of 
r00d men in all Ages, to be greatly troubled 
and afflicted for the Sins of others, as well as 
for their own ; to mourn for them in ſecret, as 
the Prophet Jeremy does for the obſtinacy and 
impenitency of the Jews, and for the terrible 
Judgments and Calamities which their Sins were 

| Fer. 13-17. ready to bring down upon them: But if ye 
| will 
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will not return, ſays he to that obdurate People, 
my ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret places for your pride, 
or obſtinacy ; and mine eyes ſhall weep fore and 
run down with tears, becauſe the Lords Flock « 
carried away captive. And indeed almoſt the 


whole Prophecy ' of Jeremy , and his Book of 


Lamentations, are little elſe but a perpetual hu. 
miliation and mourning for the Sins of thar 
People, and for the Judgments of God which 
he ſaw already inflicted, or forelſaw to be co- 
ming upon them... 

We reade likewiſe of Lot , when he dwelt in 
Sodom, how he was vexed with the filthy converſa- 
tion off the wicked : For that righteous man , faith 
St. Peter, dwelling among them, in ſeeing and hearing 
vexed his righteous ſoul, from day to day, with their 
unlawfull deeds. — 

Holy David alſo, upon all occaſions, teſtifies 
his great trouble and grief for the Sins which he 
ſaw committed by others., and was fo affected 
with them that he trembled ar the very thought 


of them : Rivers of tears, ſays he, run down mine Pſalm 115. 


eyes , becauſe men keep: not thy Law : And in the 3* 


ſame Pſalm, Horrour bath taken hold of me, becauſe v. 5; 
of the wicked which forſake thy Law : And again, T vx, 158. 


beheld the tranſgreſſours and was grieved, becauſe they, 
kept not thy Word. And 
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P31, 9.57 


Er. 9. 6.7 {'» 


And how does Daniel humble himſelf before 


God and mourn, and in the name of all the 


People, and of all Degrees and Orders of men 
among them, take ſhame ro himfelf and them, 

for the oreat Sins which they had been guilty of: 
We have ſomned, and have committed mguity , and 
have done wickedly : O Lord, righteouſneſs be donor nth 
unto-thee, but unto ns confuſum of face, \ as at this 
day: To our Kings, to onr Princes, and to our Fa 

thers, becauſe we have ſumed agamſt thee. 

Wirh whar trouble and contuſion does Exra , 
upon a folemn Day of taſting and humiliation , 
acknowiedge and bewall the Sins of the People : 
0 my God, lays he, 1 am aſhamed and bluſh to lift 
up my face to thee my God : For our miquities are 
increaſed over our heads, and our treſpaſſes 2 TY OW11 
up unto the heavens : Ginny the days of our Fa- 
thers, we have been m'a great treſpaſs unto this day ; 
and for our iniquities bave we, our Kins, and our 
Prieſts, been _— ed into the hands of the Kings 
of the Lands, 

And dine bo ought we, the People of this 
finfut! Land ,  upon+ this ſolemn Day of faſting 
and hnifiariod' to fer our Sins in order before 
us, with all their heinous aggravations ; and in 
* A bitterneſs of our ſouls to lament and bewail 
that 
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char general prevalence of Impiety and Vice 
which hath overfpread the Nation, and- difflifed 
ic ſelf through all Ranks and Degrees of men , 
Magiſtrates, Miniſters and People. IT ſhall ſpeak 
ſomething-more particularly. concerning each of 

theſe. | OT 
1. The Sins of the Maziſftrates and thoſe 
that are i4- Authority. They that make Laws 
for others , and are to ſee to the execution of 
them, onghe to be ſtrict obſervers of therti them- 
ſelves. For it muſt needs put a man not a lit- 
tle out of countenance to be ſevere upon thoſe 
faules in others of which he knows himſelf ro be 
notorioully guilty. And yet how many are there, 
whoſeplace and duty it is to corre&t the 'vices 
and immoralities of others, who are far from 
being examples of vertue themſelves? And 
therefore it isno wonder that there is ſo lame and 
unequal £ diftriburion! of juſtice in the Nation, 
and rhat Magiſtrates are ſo. cold and flack in the 
diſcountenancing of Vice and Impiety, and in 
putting the good and wholeſome Laws made 
againlt them in execution: As againſt the prof 
nation of the Lord's Day , by ſecular bufinels , 
by vain ſports and paſtimes, which by the very 
nature of them -re apt. to diſſolve the' minds 
D of 
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of men into mirth and pleaſure , and. to carry 
them off from all ſerious thoughts of God and 
Religion, and from the meditations of another 
World; and to give the Devil an advantage , 
and an opportunity , which he never fails to 
rake, to ſteal the good ſeed, the Word of God , 
which they have heard that Day, our of their 
hearts, and to make it of none effett: And 
which is yet worſe, by lewd and finfull practi- 
ces, which are unlawfull at any time, bur upon 
that Day, are a double breach and violation of 
God's Law. | 

And likewiſe by neglecting to put in executi- 
on the Laws againſt profane Swearing and Cur- 
fig, tor which the Land; mourns ; and againft 
Drunkenneſs, and Adultery, and Fornication, which 
are ſo common, and ſo impudently committed 
amongſt us: whether they be Civil, or Eccleſt- 
aſtical Laws ; and it is hard to fay which of 
them are molt remilly executed. 

And to mention no more, by neglecting to 
proſecute that horrible Sin- of Murther , fo fre- 
quently now committed in our Streets beyond 
the example of former Ages , with that ſeveri- 
ry and impartiality which is neceſlary to free 
the Nation from the guilt of that crying Sin 
7 ER which 
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which calls ſo loud to Heaven for vengeance. 

And all this, notwithſtanding the Magiſtrates 
are under the Oath of God to put the Laws in 
due execution againſt all theſe Crimes, ſo far as 
they come to their knowledge , and fall under 
their cogniſance. 

2. The Sins of. the. Miniſters, who ſerve at 
Gods Altar, and watch over the'Souls:;of men, 
whoſe bloud will be required at their hands, if 
any of them periſh through their fault and neg- 
lect. -' There is no reaſon to doubt , but © that 
there are a good number of faithtull Shepherds 
in the.Land, who watch over their Flocks with 
great care 'and conſcience, remembring the 
dreadfull account which they muſt. one day 
make to .Him-whb - ſhall judge the quick and dead, 
of the Souls committed to their charge. 

But yet how-grofly do many of us fail of the 
faichfull diſcharge of the ſubſtantial parts of this 
high Office 2 wanting a juſt ſenſe of the ineſti- 
mable.worth and value of the Souls of men for 
whom Chriſt died ; taking little or no care to 
inſtruct them in the. good knowledge of the 
Lord, and: to:lead them in the way to £cternal 
happineſs by: an exemplary converſation. 

Nay too many among us demean themſelves 
D 2 lo 
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ſo ſcandaloufly , as perfectly to undermine the 
credit and effect of their Doctrine by leading 
lives ſo directly contrary to. it. ; ' and. to. alienate 
«their People from the Church, and to. make 
them to abhorr the Sacrihce and Service of the 
| Lord by their wicked and unhallowed conver- 
ſations: hereby. expoling them to the craft of 
 Seducers, and rendring them an caſte prey to 
the Emiſſaries of the Church of Rome, or to a- 
ny other Sect and Faction that pretends a grea- 
cer zeal for Religion, , or makes 2 better ſhew of 
a ftrict and unblameable lite. : | 
For who will regard or believe thoſe Tea. 
chers, who give all the evidence that can be 
by their lives and actions, that they do not be- 
lievethemſelves and their own Doctrines? When 
all is ſaid , the life and manners of the Preacher 
are the beſt eloquence , and have that dint and 
power of perſuaſion in them, which no words, 
no art can equal. Who fo lives as he ſpeaks, 
does, as it is ſaid of our Blefled Saviour, - ſpeak 
as one that hath authority, and not as the Scribes : 
not as the Scribes; whoſe words, notwithſtan- 
ding all the formality and gravity; with which 
they were deliver'd, did therefore wane weight 
and force, becauſe, as our Saviour tells us of 
| p | them, 
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them, they ſaid, but did not ; their Lives were 
not aniwerable to their Do&rines : Whereas 
our Bleſſed Saviour therefore ſpoke as never man 
ſpake, becauſe he livd as never man livd; ſo 
innocent, ſo uſctull, ſo exemplary a life : He 
was holy, harmleſs, and undefild: He did no ſm, 

neither was guile found m his lips: He fulfilled all 
righteouſneſs, and went about doing 29 good. T his was 
that which made Him fo powerfull a Preacher 
of Righteouſneſs; and we mult neceſlarily fall ſo 
much {ſhort of Him in the authority and effica- 

cy of our Sermons, as we do in the holineſs and 
goodneſs of our Lives.. Such a Preacher, and 
{uch a practice as thar of our Blefled Saviour 
was, 1s every way fitted to reprove, and perſuade, 
and reform Mankind. 

We now live in an Age and Church, where- 
in they who are called to be the Teachers and 
Guides of Souls ought to take great heed both 
to their Doctrine and their Lives; that the 
Name of God may not be blaſphem'd , and his 
holy Religion be brought intro contempt by 
thoſe, who , above all others, are moſt nearly 
concern'd to "preſerve and ſupport the credit and 


honour of &. 
- And we cannot but fee, how our Religion 


and 
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and Church are beſet and endanger d on every 
fide ; by the rude affaults of Infidelity, and by 
the cunning arts of ſeducing Spirits, and by our 
own inteſtine Heats and Divitions : And it can 
never be ſufficiently lamented , no though it 
were with tears of bloud, thar we whoſe parti- 


cular charge and employment 1t 1s to build up 


the Souls of men in a holy Faith, and 41n the re- 
ſolution of a good Life,, ſhould , for want of 
due inſtruction, and by the diflolute and profli- 
gate lives of too many among us, and by in- 
Haming our needleſs Differences about leſler 
things, have ſo great a hand in pulling down 
Religion, and in betraying the Souls of men 
either to downright infidelity , or to a careleſs 

negle&t and profane contempt of:.all Religion. 
May not God juſtly expoſtulate this matter 
with us, as he did of old with the People of 
the Jews * A wonderfull and horrible thing is com- 
mitted in the Land ; the Prophets prophecy falſly , 
and the Prieſts bear rule by their means,. and my 
People love to have it ſo, and what will ye doe in 
the end thereof * When they who are the Paſtors 
and Guides of Souls, have by their ill 'conduc&t 
and management brought matrers. to that. pals, 
that the generaliry of the People fic down con- 
rented 
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rented with the worſt Rate of things , and are 


become almoſt indifferent whether they have a- 


ny Religion or not , what can the end of theſe 
things be, bur has the Kingdom of God will be 
taken from: us, and given to a Nation that will 
bring forth the fruits of it * 

It ever there be a publick Reformation a- 
mong . us, it muſt begin at the Houſe of God ; 
and they who are the Miniſters of Religion ak 
lead on this work, and be more carefull and 
conſcientious in ti diſcharge of that high and 
holy Ofkce which is committed to them: by the 
Great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls. Elſe , whacr 
{hall we lay when God {hall challenge us, as he 
once did the Paſtours of the Fewiſh Church, by 


his Prophet, ſaying, Where u the Flock that was Fer.13, 20, - 


given thee, thy beautifull Flock * what wilt thou ſay © 


when He ſhall puniſh thee * 
3. The Sins of the People; amongſt whom 


there is almoſt an univerſal corruption and de- 
pravation of Manners; inſomuch that Impiety 
and Vice ſeem to Revs overſpread the face of 


the Nations ſo that we may take up that fad- 


complaint of the Propher concerning the People 
of tjrael, and apply it to our ſelves ;. that we 


I, 


are a ſinfull Nation, a People laden with iniquity, a Iſai. 1. 4, 5. 
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eed of evil doers ; that the whole head # fick, and 
the whole heart faint ; and that from the ſole of 
the foot even to the head, there is no ſoundneſs m us, 
but wounds, and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores. 

We may juſtly ſtand amazd to conſider, how 
the God of all patience is provokd by ts every 
day ; to think, how long he hath born with us 
and ſuffered our manners; our open Protancnefs, 
and Infidelity ; our great Immoraliries, and groſs 
Hypocriſy ; our inſolent contempt of Religion, 
and our ill-favourd counterfeiting of it for low 
and ſordid ends: And, which is the moſt me- 
lancholy conſideration of all the reſt, we feem 
to be degenerated to that degree, that it is yery 
much to be feard, there is hardly integrity e- 
nough left amongſt usto ſave us. 

And then if we conſider further our moſt un- 
charitable and unchriſtian Divifions, to: the en- 
dangering both of our Reformed Religion, and 
of the Civil Rights and Liberties of the Nation : 
Our incorrigibleneſs under the Judgments of God 
which we have. ſeen abroad' in the Farth, and 
which have-in- a very ſevere and terrible manner 
been inflicted upon thele Kingdoms , that the 
Inhabitants thereof might learn righteouſneſs : Our 
inſenſibleneſs of the Hand of God, -fo- viſtble in 


his 
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his late Providences towards us, and in the ma- 
ny merciful and wonderful Deliverances which 
from time to time He hath wrought for us, 

And laſtly, it we reflet upon our horrible 
Ingratitude to God our Saviour and mighty 
Dehverer; and to Them likewiſe whom He 
hath fo fignally honour'd in making them the 
happy mears and Inſtruments of our Delive- 
rance : And this, not'only exprels'd by a bold 
contempt of their Authority,but by a moſt un- 
natural conſpiracy againſt Them with the great- 
eſt Enemies not onely to the Peace of the Na- 
tion, but likewiſe ro the Reformed Religion 
therein profeſs'd and by Law eſtabliſhed; and 
to the intereſ} of it all the World over. 


So that we may fay with Ezra, and now, Ezra. 9. 


O our God, what ſhall we ſay unto thee after $ 
this? And may..not God likewiſe ſay to ns, as 
He did-more then once to the Fews ® ball 1 
not wiſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord, and 
ſhall not wy "me be avenged on ſuch a Nation as 
this? 

Thirdly, we ſhould hkewiſe, upon this Day, 
earneſtly deprecate God's diſpleaſure » and 
make our humble. Supplications co Him, that 


He would. be graciouſly pleasd to avert thoſe 
E terrible 
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terrible Judgments which hang ,over us, and 
which we have juſt cauſe to fear may fall ups 
on us; and that He would be entreated by us 
at laſt to be appeasd towards us, and to turn 
from the fterceneſs of his Anger. 

This we find the People of God were wont 
to do upon their Solemn days of Faſting and 
Prayer, and this God expreſly enjoyns :. Blow 


the Trumpet in Zion, ſanStify a Fa$t, call a ſo- 


lemn Aſſembly ; gather the People, ſanStify the 
Congregation, aſſemble the Elders, &c. Let the 
Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord, weep between 
the Porch and the Altar, and lt them ſay, Spare 
thy People, O Lord, and give not thy heritage to 
reproach, that the Heathen ſhould rule over them : 
Wherefore ſhould they ſay among the People, where 
is their God ? | 

And to this earneft deprecation of his Judg- 
ments God pronnſeth a gracious anſwer ; for 


. ſo it immediately follows: Then will the Lord 


be jealous for bis Land, and pity his People. 

And thus likewiſe Danzel, when he ſet his 
face to ſeek the Lord God, by prayer and ſuppli- 
cation, with faſting and ſackcloth and aſhes, does 
in a moſt humble and earneſt manner depre- 
care the diſpleaſure of God towards his People, 
and. 
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and beg of Him to remove his Judgments and 

to turn away his anger from them, O Lord, ac- yer. 16. 
cording to all thy righteouſneſs, 1 beſeech thee, let al 18, 
thine anger and thy jury be turnetl. away from thy © 

City Jeruſalem, thy Holy Mountain : Beeauſe for 

our fins,” and for the iniquity of our Fathers, e- 
ruſalem and thy People are become a reproach to 
all that are about us. Now therefore, O God, 

bear the prayer of thy Servant and bis ſupplicati- 

on; and cauſe thy face to ſhine upon thy SanCua- 

ry which is deſolate, for the Lord's ſake. O my 

God, incline thine ear and hear, open thine eyes 

and behold our deſolations, and the City which is 
called by thy Name: For we do not preſent our 
ſupplications before thee for our righteouſneſs, but 

for thy great mercy: O Lord hear, O Lord for- 
give, O Lord hearken and do; defer not for thine 

own ſake, O my God; for thy City aud thy Peo- 

ple are called by thy Name. 

And thus alſo thould We, upon this Solemn 
Occaſion, cry mightily unto God, and with the 
greateſt importunity: deprecate thoſe terrible 
Judgments which we fo righteouſly have de- 
ſerv'd, and to which the great and crying Sins 
of the whole Nation have fo juſtly expoſed us: 
Hambly beſeeching Him, not for our righteoul- 
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neſs, but for his great mercy ; for his own 
Names fake, and becauſe we are his People 


.and are called by his Name, and becauſe his 


Holy Truth and Religion are profeſs'd amongſt 
us; that He would be pleas d to hear the pray- 
ers of his Servants and their ſupplications which 


| they have made before him this Day, for the 


Lord's ſake. 

Fourthly, we ſhould Tikewifſe, upon this 
Day, pour out our moſt earneſt Supplications 
ro Almighty God, for the preſervation of their 
Majeſties ſacred Perſons, and for the proſperi- 
ty and eſtabliſhment of their Government, and 
for the good fuccels of their Arms and Forces 
by Sea and Land. 


And more eſpecially, ſince His Majeſty, with- 


{o many Confederate Princes and States of Ex- 
rope, is engaged-in ſo neceſſary an undertaking 
for the Common good. of Chriſtendom, and for 
the mutual preſervation and recovery of their 
reſpeCtive P.ights:: We ſhould earneſtly im- 
plore the favour and: aſſiſtance of Almighty 
God in ſo juſt and glorious a Cauſe, againſt the 


common Invader-and oppreſſour of the Rights: 


and:Liberties-of Mankind. 
And 
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And that of his infiaite Goodneſs He would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to take the Perſon of our 
Soweraign Lord the King into the particular 
care and protection of his Providence: That 
He would ſecure his precious Life from all ſe- 
cret Attempts, and from open Violence : That 


He would give hits Angels Charge over him,and 


cover his head in the day of Battel, and crown 
it with victory over his Enemies, and reftore 
Him to us again in fafety. 


And that He would likewife preſerve and : 


dire the Queen's Myeſty, in whoſe hands the 
Adminiſtration of the Government is at preſent 
ſo happily placd: That He would give Her 
wiſdom and reſolution for ſuch a Time as this, 


and ſupport and carry Her through all the Dif- 


ficulties of it. 


And laſtly, that He would bleſs them Both . 
wich a long Life, and a peaceful and happy 


Reign over us; that wnder they: we may live 


quiet .and peaceable lives in. all godlineſs and ho-- 


nejry. 


Fifthly, our Faſting and humiliation ſhould : 
be accompanyed with our Alms and Charity to - 


the poor. and .needy.: And we ſhould every 


one. of. us, according to-the counſel-given by 


the 
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the Prophet to King Nebuchadnezzer, break, off 


our ſins by righteouſneſs, and-our iniquities by 


ſhewing mercy to-the poor, if it may be a length- 


ning of our tranquillity ; hereby intimating that 
if there be any way to prevent or remove the 
Judgments of God, and to prolong the tran- 
quillity and happineſs of Prince and People, a 


ſincere Repentance, and a preat Charity to 


them that are in neceſſity and diſtreſs, are 
moſt likely to prevail with God, not only to 
reſpite the ruine of a finful People, but to in- 
cline Him to thoughts of peace towards them : 
For' ſo he promiſeth to the Fews upon their 
fincere Repentance, and earneſt Supplication 
to Him, which are alwayes accompanied with 


Fer. 29. Charity to the poore: For I know the thoughts 


II 
13 


> 1-which Ithink towards you, ſaith the Lord thoughts 


of peace, and: not of evil, to give you an unex- 
peSied end : Then ſhall ye call upon me, and ye 
ſhall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken un- 
to you : And ye ſhall ſeek. me, and find me, when 
Je ſhall ſearch for me with all your heart. 

And[I have often thought that the extraordi- 
nary Charity of this whole Nation, and of our 
pious Princes who are ſo ready to every good 
work and ſuch bright and {lining Examples in 

this 
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this kind, more than once ſo ſeafonably exten- 
ded to the- relief of our diſtreſſed Brethren, 
who fled hither for retuge from. the Rage and 
Cruelty of their Perſecutors: TI ſay, I have of- 
ten thought, that this very thing, next ro the 
infinite mercy and goodneſs of Almighty God, 
hath had a very particular influence upon our 
preſervation and deliverance from thoſe terri- 
ble Calamities which were juſt ready to ruſh in 
upon us. And what cauſe, have we to thank 
God who hath allotted to us: this more bleſſed 
and merciful-part, to give and not to receive; 
to be free from perſecution our ſelves,” that fo 
we might be in a capacity: to give refuge and 
relief to them that were perſecuted 2. 

There are but few that have the faith to be- 
lieve it, but certainly Charity to the poor is a 
great ſecurity to us in times of evil : So Da- 
vid aſſures us, ſpeaking of the righteozs or Cha- 
ritable man, He ſhall not, {ayes he, be afraid in 
the evil time, and in the days of Dearth be ſhall 
be ſatisfy d. | 

And {9 likewiſe in Times of publick Diſtreſs, 
when we are beſet with cruel and powerful E- 


nemies,who if God were not on our fide would. 


{wallow us up, the publick Charity of a Nati- 
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on hath many times prov'd its beſt ſafeguard 
and ſhield: It fball fight for thee, faith the Son 
of Sirach, ſpeaking of the Charity of Almes, 
againfi thine Enemy, more than a mighty ſhield 
and ſtrong ſpear. 

And of this, as I ſaid before, IT doubt not 
but We of this Nation, by the great mercy 
| and goodneſs of God to us, have had happy 
experience in our late wonderful Deliverance 
under the Condu& and Valour of one of the 
beſt and braveſt of Princes; to whom by too 
many among us, the moſt unworthy and an- 
thankful returns have been made for all the un- 
 wearied pains he hath undergone, and for the 
many deſperate hazards to which he hath ex- 
poſed himſelf for our ſakes, that ever were 
made to fo grear and generous a Benefa- 
Qour': To fo great a BenefaQor, I ſay, not 
onely to theſe :Nations, but even to all 
Europe, in aſſerting and maintaining their Li- 
berries apainſt the inſoſent pride and unjuſt 
encroachments of one of the greateſt Oppreſ- 
ſors the World hath known for many Ages: 
Of whom it may be faid as Job doth of the 


Jeb 41. Leviathan, upon the earth there 3s not his like : 1 
33- 34 am glad I cannot apply what immediately fol- 


lows, 
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Then will Þ hear in Heaven, and forgive their ſin, 


and heal their Lat, 
And if this were the ha ppy effect of our Pray- 


ers and Humiliation this' Day, 'to nirn 2s from Zech. 8. 


our wicked ways ; God would then turn away 
his borer from us; and; as he' promifed to the 
* the' Prophet Zichary , He would turn 
dieſes monthly Peſts: Intl joys and gladneſs, 
dA eBecyfal' Prafts'5* 88 he” hath 24 Sreat 
theafare already None, "BOINE by his" {rear antl 
glovioM41 THR 27 
But'4P we wilt br Kathenr and: obey; -CaN 
we'expe@thar Go® ſhould: deliver ws from tlie 
hands of our Enemyes that we' may fin againſt. 
Him withour fear all the dayes of our Lives ? 
To what purpoſe ſhould! the Providence of - 
God take" ſo tmich cafe to preſerve” our Reli- 
gioh to'ns, when. we make no better uſe of 
it' for te direftion and government - of our - 
Lives 2*' When it ſerves moſt of us, onely to.. 
tall-of it'$*and too many amongſt us, to talk 
yr to'deride it, and defpitefully co'uſe 
If this be the erarh of our Caſe, what can - 
os fay, why the Kingdom of God ſhould: not 
be taken from us and given to a Nation: that 
will bting forth the fruits of -it ? | What can 
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we ſay, why our Candleſtick ſhonld nor be_ 
remov'd, and the light of the glorious Goſpel 
of Chriff which' we have ſo long enjoyed, and 
ſo long rebelled againſt, ſhould not be —_—_ 
extinguiſh'd amongſt ns ? 

And if I cannot prevail with you to come 


..to:theſe good Reſolutions, and to, make them 


good: It you will not be perlwaded to pra- 
Qiſe, yet be pleas'd to attend to what we ſay 

Hear our words at leſt, if ye will not do 
them. This the People of the Jews would do, 
when they were at:the-worſt: So God tells 


Ezek.zz.the Prophet concerning them.: They:come .unto 


thee, as the People cometh 5 and they. fit before 
thee, as my People; and they hear t y words, 
but they will not do theme. | 

I had much. rather at any. time have occaſi. 
on to praiſe than to' reprove, eſpecially. in this 
great Afſembly : And yet it is not to be dil- 
ſembled, chat the behaviour of too- many, in 
this Place is frequently. ſo careleſs and: irreye- 
rent, as is very misbecoming:thoſe who are. in 
the more peculiar Preſence of the great and 
glorious Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, and pro- 
feſs at that very time to worſhip Him, $24 

I am ſure, we have a'better Pattern:perpe- 
tually 


\ 
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cually before us; of; a; decent and unaffected 


devotion, of a moſt ſerious and ſieddy.atten- 
tion, withous wandring,; withqut: diverſ{ion;jgnd 
without droylinels.:. :..lu6h an; Example as 1 can- 
not but hope will in\a; ſhort timeygain upan us 
all, and. by amore gentle and filent "—_— 
win us tothe 1inicatiop of.it; \.... ., 

Aud: if; we, could. but be prevaild upon to: 
demean our. ſelves: with, that. Reverence,. and: 
to hear with that Attention,” which. becomes 
the Worſhip. and we Word of God, -iit might 
chen De, hop'd that awe, wonld: contider;ywhac.is 

;; and contideration would probably; work 
convidion,. and convidtion!bring us..to a! bets. 
ter mind, and to a firm purpole of doing what 
we are inwardly convincd it is both our duty 
and our intereſt to do. 

Let us then go away from this Solemaity, 
with a reſolution to do every one what we 
ought; truly and earneſtly to repent us of our 
{ins paſt, and to lead a new life for the future ; 
to fear that great and terrible God in whoſe pre- 
ſence we have humbled our ſelves this Day ; 
and to turn to Him that bath ſmitten us, leſt we 

rovoke him to puniſh us yet ſeven times more, 
and after that ſeven times more for our fins, and 
for 


a ad EO OOO 


o 
OOO nt  \g—_— 


. > | 
: 2 4 . = # . p Y F2 * 


2 4, 
” 


x EMIT hg $6 De er re rn a era Sohn IG 


w— & 


— 


| 


SERMON 


Preached at 


WHI TE-HALL 


. BEFORE THE 


QUEEN 


| ON THE 


Monthly Faſt-day, 


1- | _ 


September 16" 1691. 


By the Moſt Reverend Father in God, 


Primate and Metropolitan of all Ezgland : 
Ji And One of Their Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy-Council. 


| 6 The Second Edition. 
| 


| 
y 


| 
| 
| 


_ 


| LOND O N: 
Printed for T5rabazon Aplmer, at the Three Pidgeon: over: \ 

againſt che Royal Exchange ; and (Ui. Rogers,ac the} | 

| | Sun over-againſt St. Danſtan's Church in Heer-ftreet. 1 691. | | 


, 


Cmu_p__—_— 


PE 


——_— 
— 


| 
I 
| | |FO HN Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 


Cn EC EE CEC 
air RG > I... - 


Fri: 3 


7 ECHARIAH VII, s. 


Speak wnto. all the People of the Land , and 
to: the Priefts, ſaying, When ye faſted and 
mourned in the fifth and ſeventh month, even 
thoſe ſeventy years, DID YE AT ALL FAST 
UNTO ME, EVEN UNTO: ME? 


| N the beginning of this Chapter the People 


of the Jews , who were then rebuildin 
the Temple at Jeruſalem , and had alrea- 
dy far advanced the work, though ic was 
not perfectly finiſh'd till about two years after, 
fend to the Prieſts: and the Prophets, to enquire 
of them , whether they ſhould ſtill continue the 
Faſt of the fifth moach,, which they had begun 
in Babylon and: continued: to. obſerve during the 
ſeventy years of their Captivity, in a fad re- 
membrance of. tho deſtruction of the City and 
Templeiof: Jeruſalem ; or ſhould not now rather 
rurn it into a Day of faſting and gladneſs ? 
To this; enquiry God. by his Prophet returns 
an anſwer in this, and the following Chapter. 
And: firſt he expoſtulates with them concerning 
thoſe their monthly Faſts, whether they - we 
B ec 
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depd deſerve that name, and were. not rather. a 
mere ſhew and pretence; of a, Religious Falt , 
verſ. 4, 5- Then came the word of the Lord of Ehſts 
wiito mt, T5 : \Speak unto all the Reople uf. the 
Land,--and\to the:Prieſts., Jaying.;, Win ye faſted 
and molrnrd inthe fifth and ſeventh. month, wyen 
thoſe ſeventy years, 'did ye at all-faſt. umto\ mt, 'even 
unto me * The! L-ENQUiry.; Was; __ con- 
cerning the Faſt of the Fifth month , becauſe 
the occaſion of that was:more conſiderable than 
of all the 'other;; burthe! anſwer :of God menti- 
ons the Faſts of. the fifth; andicfeveath. morth, 
theſe two, being probably Es with youre 
ſolemniry than the -other.3  :i!ir 
Bat-for- our: deater-underſtahdity cf his, -it it 
will beirequiite'to conſiderithe original. and 'oc- 
caſiors of 'all: cheir montbly:#aſts * . which as ap: 
pears from other'places-of ' Scripture ; in' ſhort 
was -this:: © When the. Jews. were carried -away, 
Captive -irto Babylon in's- deep: ſenſe: of, this 
great Judgnicnr - of: God upon \ them--for. their 
Sins, and' of the heavy affliction which they lay 
anider;: they: appoirited) four anuual: Faſts,, which 
hey; .obſerved-during: their ſeventy. years Cap. 
civity'; viz. the'Faſk of the. founth.mobh,:inl.re 
membrance of'i rhe. -Enemics\ breaking, | chroitgh 
959 « the 
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the Wall of: Jeraſalo, which wevfind anention'd, 
Jer.\ 5.2.16, go . The:!Faft ;of othe ifoftb month, 

in, memoty; of}, the deſtrucon. of cthe-Ciry and 
Temple of Jeruſalems: verſ« 1.2, 13; The Faſt 
of the ſeventh month ,. in; remembrance, of the 
flaying of. Gedaliah 5,,upon which followed che 
dapcriiqn :of the. Jews, 'of (which we have aac 
count, Jer, 42+ 1 2+ And the Faſt of the' tenth 
month, in, memory. of the beginning . of the 
Siege-of Jer _ of which /we:;find mention , 
2 Kings z5631au: 21:29 4114.13 

In this order. we: find theſe. fob anal Faſts 
mention'd. Zechar. 8. 19. not. according. to the 
order-of the Eygnts,\.bit.\ob.. the Manths, of the © * 
ſeveral years.in, which thele Events: happenied:: 

And ;there (likewiſe, God, ;gives a full antwer to 
this eaquiry. concerning che: continuance of theſe 
anmual Faſts,.:namely;\ that they ſhould. for. the 
fturure;be. rutned imo folergn Days. of joy: and 


| gladnebs. . And - tbe word of the Lord, «f - Hoſts Zech. 8. 18, 


came..unto me', ſaying , (Thus . ſaith the Lord. of 7 
Ho ofts, ther Faſt: of the fourth month, and. the Faſt 
of 'the.;iftb,. and the, Faſt.of the ſeventh," and the 
Faſt of the teiith \,. -fhall be to the- yy = Judah- 
' joy and gladneſs, and cheerfull Feaſts. 
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I return now to the Text, Did ye at all faft 
amto me, even wnto me? that is, did-<cheſe Faſts 
truly ſerve to any Religious end and- purpoſe 2 
Did not the People content themſelves with a 
mere external fhew and performance, without 
any inward affliftion and humiliation of their 
Souls, in order to a real repentance ? Did they 
not {till go on in their {ins; nay, and add to 
them upon theſe Occaſions, faſting for ſtrife and 
debate and oppreſſion ? In a word , were they 
not worſe rather than better for 'them? And 
therefore God had no regard to them, as it fol. 
verſ.9, 10, lows in this Chapter ; "Thus fpeaketh the Lord of 
11, 12:13. Fifts, ſaying ; Execute judgment, and ſhew-mercy 

and compaſſion every'man to his brother ; and 0 
preſs not the widows nor the fatherleſs, the ſtranger 
nor the poor; and let none of you imagine miſchief 
againſt his brother. in your heart : But they refuſed 
to bearken, and 'pulld away the ſhoulder, and ſtop- 
ped their ears that they ſhould not hear ; yea, they 
made their heart as an Adamant ſtone, leſt they 
ſhould hear the Law and the words whith the Lord 
of FHloſts hath ſent by vis fpirit in the former Pro- 
phets : Therefore came great wrath from the Lord of 
Hoſts : Therefore it. is come to paſs, that as He cryed 
and they would not hear ; ſo they cryed, and I would 
xet hear, ſaith the Lord of Foſts. So 
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So that notwithſtanding theſe outward So- 
lemnities of Faſting and Prayer, here was no- 
thing of a Religious Faſt ; did ye at all faſt unto 
me, even unto me * They were ſenſible of the 
Judgments of God which were broken in upon 
them, but they did not turn. from their f1ns, 
bur perſiſted {till in their obſtinacy and dilobe- 
dience. 

And what God here by the Prophet Zechary 
calls faſting unto Him, even unto Him. , the Pro- 
phet 1/atah calls the Faſt which God hath choſen, 
and. an acceptable day to the Lord. Wherefore have 
we faſted, ſay they, and thou ſeeft not * Wherefore 
have we afflifted our ſouls, and thou takeft no know- 
ledge * Behold, ye faft for ſtrife and debate, and to 
fmite with the fift of wickedneſs : ye ſhall not faſt 


. 85 Je do this day, to make your voice to be heard on 


high. Is it ſuch a Faſt as T. have chojen, a Day 


for a man to afflif his Soul? Is # to bow down bis 


head as a bulruſh, and to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes 
ander him * Wilt thou call this a Faſt and an accep- 
table day to the Lord? Is it not to deat thy bread 
to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are 
caſt out to thy houſe; when thou ſceſt the naked 


| that thou cover him, and that thou hide not thy ſelf 


from thine own fleſh * Then ſhall thy light break 


forth 
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forth as the morning, . and thy:ſalvation ſhall ſpri ing 
forth: ſpeedaly-:' Theu p alt tia _ and _ fioed 
ſhall anſwer, '&&-_\.": | 

From-all' which: paſſages 1 we a . un- 
derſtand wherein thele iMonthly Faſts. of the Jews 
were defective; and” what: was the faule: thatr:God 
finds: with "then when he expoſtulates {o fevere- 
ly in the Text : When ye faſted and mourned m the 
fifth and: ſeventh Month, ven theſe zſeventy years, 
did ye-at all faſt unto'me, even-mnto\me?: In the 
general the - faulv which: God finds with them 
was this,” that theſe Solemnities did nor. ſerve 
any uw cnd-and. purpole.ot Religion, but faild 
in their main deſign, which. wasw \{incere Te- 
pehtance': and)! reformation ok "their lives :: -For 
which «reaſon He tells them rhat'they were- nor 
at all acceptable* to Him, nor eſteem'd by Him 
as perform'd - unto | Hime, * becaulo..rhey did. -got 
anſwer rhe -true' intention "and - deſi ger "of 
chem. 

My work at this time ſhall be, Firſt, to .con- 
{der in general what it is to faſt unto God, that 
5, to keep a truly Religious Faſt. .: Secondly,. ro 
bring the matter nearer to our ſelves, F {hall 
conlider more particularly, what the Duty of 
this Day, appointed by their Majeſties tor a So- 


lemn 


Al 
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lemn Humiliation and Repentance throughout 
the - Naga. does | require ar "Our hands. 

rH $534 (3 0; 2 1; : | 

( L. 1 ſhall confider- in _—_ js 1-15: to 
faſh.unto' God, that Is, 'to keep a truly Religious 
Faft...' And os this I ſhall give an account in 
the following: particulars Firſt: .a& truly Reli- 
gious Faſt conliſtz-5n:the- atflicting.:ot our Bo- 
dies by :a ſtrict. abſtiherioe,}. that ſo they may. be. 
fit-and proper: inſtquments toipromoce and: help 
forward the | grief :and-:tronbie :.of.; onr;.munds. 
Secondly, itvithe! humble Confeffion'of our)Biris 
to God with ſhame knd-codfulion- of face;: and 
with 2 hearty contrition - and 'ſorrowi for 'them. 
Thirdly its aniearneſt deprecation. of::God's dif. 
pleaſure, : nd{hwmble ſapplicatiens/ to Hm thar: 
he: waiild:-avert: His: Jutgmenes ' ant turn: away 


tis ,, Ariger/.from .us...' \Fourthly,i in Interceſſion: 
with; God: for-ſuch ſpiritual .angb.reriporal Bleſ- 
{1g upon..our.ſebves; and others: as:! are-needf{ult: 


abd; OT Fiftbly;) in>Ahms aid: Charity 
ro.the poor,' that our Hyrhiliation and: Prayers 
may. find acceprance-with God. I do but men- 
tio thele particulars; that I'mfy* more largely 
int upon. chat: which I mainly-incended , and 


propoled to conlider in the next: "olds nameby:” 
I. What 
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II. What the Duty of this Day, appointed 
by their Majeſties for a Solemn Humiliation 
and Repenrance throughout the Nation , doth 
require at our hands. And this I ſhall endea- 
your to comprize in the following particulars, 


Firſt, that we ſhould humble. our ſelves before 


' God every. one for his own. perſonal Sins, where: 


by he harh provoked God, and increafed the 
publique guile, and done his part to bring down 
the judgments and vengeance of God upon the 
Nation. Secondly, that we ſhould likewiſe 
heartily. lament and bewail the Sins of others ; 
eſpecially the great and crying Sins of the Na- 
tion, committed by all Ranks: and Orders of 
men amongſt us, and whereby the wrath and 
indignation of: Almighty God hath. been {o. juſt- 
ly incenſed againſt us. Thirdy, we ſhould moſt 
importunately deprecate thoſe terrible Judgments 
of God to which theſe our great and crying Sins 
have ſo jultly expoſed: us. Fourthly, we ſhould 
pour out our carneft prayers and ſupplications 
ro Almighty God for the preſervation of their 
Majefties Sacred: Perſons, | and for the eſtabliſh- 


ment and proſperity of their Government, and' 


tor the good luccels of their Arms and Forces 
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by Sea and Land. ' Fifthly, our Faſting and Pray- 
ers ſhould be accompanied with'our Chatity and 
Alms to the poor and needy. Laſtly, we thould 
proſecute our Repentance and good Reſolutions 
to the actual Reformarion alW&& Amendment of 
our lives. Of thele I ſhall, by God's affiltance, 
ſpeak as briefly and. as plainly as I can, and fo 
as every one of .us. may underſtand what God 
| _— of him upon. ſo ſolemn an Occaſion as 
TINS. | | Hy TR Oe 

Firſt, we ſhould humble our ſelves before God 
every. one for his own perſonal Sins and miſcar- 
riages, whereby he hath provoked God, and in- 
creaſed the publique guilt., and done his part to 
bring down the Judgments and Vengeance of 
God upon the Nation. Our Humiliation and 
Repentance ſhould begin with our ſelves and 
our own, Sins, becauſe Repentance is always de- 
fign'd to end in Reformation ; but there eannoc 
be a general Reformation withour the Reforma- 
tion of particular perſons which do conſtitute 
and make up the generality. | 

And this Solomon preſcribes as the true method 
of a National Reformation , and the proper ef 
&e& of a publick Humiliation and Repentance ; 
ia that admirable Prayer of his at the Dedicatt 
C ON 
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wi 
1 Kings 8. : | 
37-38, 39» Land famine; if there be peſtilence, blaſting, ml- 


49. 


on of the Temple: If there be, lays he, in the 


dew, locuſt, or if there be caterpiller ; or if their Enc- 
my beſiege them in the Land of their Cities : what- 
ever plague, whatever ſickneſs there be ; what prayer 
or ſupplication ſoever be made by any man, or by all 
thy People Iſrael, WHO SHALL KNOW EVERY 


MAN THE PLAGUE OF HIS OWN HEART, 


and fpread forth his hands towards this Houſe : Then 
hear thou in Heaven thy dwelling-place , and forgive, 
and doe, and give to every man according to his way, 
whoſe heart thou knoweſt, for thou, even thou onely, 
knoweſt the hearts of all the children of men; that 
they may fear thee, all the days which they live in the 
Land which thou gaveſt to their Fathers. 

You ſee here that in caſe of any publick Judg: 
ment or Calamity the Humiliation and Repen- 
cance of a Nation muſt begin with particular 
perſons : What prayer or ſupplication ſoever be made 
by any man, or by all thy People Iſrael, who SHALL 
KNOW EVERY MAN THE PLAGUE OF HIS OWN 
HEART: Then hear thou m Heaven thy dwelling- 
place, and forgive. Particular perſons muſt be 
convinced of their perſonal fins and tranſgreſſi- 
ons, before God will hear the prayers and for- 
give the Sins of a Nation. 

And 


a. 
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And becauſe we cannot perform this part of 
confeſling and bewailing our own perſonal Sins, 
and of teſtifying our particular repentance for 
them, in the publique Congregation , any other- 
wiſe than by joining with them. in a general 
humiliation and repentance ; therefore we ſhould 
doe well, on the Day, before, the publique Faſt, 
or at leaſt the Morning before we go to the 
- publique Aſſembly, to humble our ſelves before 
God in our Families , and eſpecially in our Clo- 
ſets; confeſling to Him, with great ſhame. and 
ſorrow, all the particular Sins and Offences, to- 
gether with the ſeveral aggravartions of them , 
which we have been guilty of againſt the Divine 
Majeſty, fo far as we are able to call them par- 
ticularly to. our remembrance ;; and earneſtly 
to beg of God the pardon and forgiveneſs of 
them, for his mercies ſake in Jeſus Chrift. 

And ſo likeyile;, after, we return from the 
Church, we ſhould.-retire again into our Cloſets, 
and there. renew our Repentance, with molt (e- 
rious and ſincere reſolutions of 'reforming in all 
choſe particulars which we have confeſſed and 
repented of. And -if we would have our reſo- 
lucions to come to any good , we mult make 
them as diſtinct and particular as we can; and 
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charge it upon our ſelves, as to ſuch and' ſuch 
Sins, for which we have declared our forrow 
and repentance, that we will arnend and doe bet- 
cer for the future. | 

And we {ſhould endeavour allo, to fortifie 
theſe good reſolutions , in the belt manner we 
can, by ſerious confideration and by ſolemn 
Pc of © better 'obedience, and of a more 
conlcientious care of. our-lives and all our acti- 
ons for the furure: And then, with the greateſt 
earneſtneſs and 'importuaity, we thould implore 
the aſſiſtance of God's grace and Holy: Spirit to 
this purpole. 

By this means the great end of a ſolemn Faſt 
and Humiliation will be- in ſome goo meaſure 
attain'd , and not wholly defeated , as for the 
moſt part it is, by being hudled up and loſt in 
a confuſed a general Repenrance, Ave com- 
monly ends together with the publique Aﬀlem.- 
bly, withour any real and-permanenr effect up. 
on particular perfons : Perhaps a great part of 
the Congregation may have been in ſome de- 
gree ſorry for their Sins; but after all no man for- 
flakes them, nor is the beer for his forrow, but 
leaves that behind him in the Church, and CAr- 
ries home with him the ſame affection for his 
SINS 
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Sins which he had before, and a ſecret refoluti- 
on not to leave them. 

Thus it was with the People of che Jews. They 
had their folemn monthly Faſts , in which they 
made a great fhew of þ Tumiliation, hanging down 
their heads like a bul;uſh for a day, ani i ſpreading ig ſack: 
cloth and aſhes under them : But there was no in- 

ward change of their minds, no real reformarti- 
on of their lives ; and afloon as ever the pub- 
lique Solemnity was over, they turned every one 
to his former evil courſe. So God complains 
of them ; T hearkned, fays He, and T heard, but 7er. 8.6 
they ſpake not aright ; no man repented him of bis 
wickedneſs, ſaying, what have T done * but they tur- 
ned every one to bi conrfe., as the horſe rufheth mto 
the battel. They  ſpake not arizht., that is, they 
did not take the right antrhed! for an effectual 
Repentance : "They humbled themlelves indeed 
before God, and repented at randomor the Sins 
of the Nation in general, which they were all 
of them ready enough to acknowledge, and to 
lay a heavy load of guilt upon the Communi- 
Bur all this while, they never reflected up- 
on themſelves in particular ; they had no ſenle, 
no convition: of their own perſonal faults ind 


miſcarriages ,: without which chere can be no 
true 


Ll 
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true general Repentance : No man repented of 
his wickedneſs, ſaying, what have T done * 

And as they had no ſenſe of their own parti. 
cular Sins which they had been guilty of , fo 
they had no thought of leaving them ; bur al: 
ſoon as ever the publique Faſting and Humulia- 
tion was over, they return'd to them again with 


the ſame eager and furious appetite ; they turned 


every one to his courſe, as the horſe ruſheth into the 
battel, that is, without any confideration, or ſenſe 
of danger. i” 

Secondly , we ſhould likewiſe upon this Day , 
heartily lament and bewail the Sins of others; 
elpecially the grear and crying Sins of the Na- 
tion, committed by all Ranks and Orders of men 
amongſt us, and whereby the wrath and indig. 
nation of Almighty God hath been {o juſtly 
incenſed againſt us. 

This hath been the temper and practice of 
good men in all Ages, to be greatly troubled 
and afflicted for the Sins of others, as well as 
for their own; to mourn for them in ſecrer, as 
the Propher Jeremy does for the obſtinacy and 
impenitency of the Jews, and for the terrible 
Judgments and Calamities which their Sins were 


Fer. 13-17. ready to bring down upon them: But if ye 


will 
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will not return, ſays he to that obdurate People, 
my ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret places for your pride, 
or obſtinacy ; and mine eyes ſhall weep fore and 
run down with tears, becauſe the Lords Flock «s 
carried away captive. And indeed almoſt the 
whole Prophecy of Jeremy, and his Book of 
Lamentations, are little elſe but a perpetual hu- 
mulation and mourning for the Sins of thar 
People, and for the Judgments of God which 
he ſaw already inflicted, or foreſaw to be co- 
ming upon them... 

We reade likewiſe of Lot , when he dwelt in 
Sodom, how he was vexed with the filthy converſa- 
tion off the wicked : For that righteous man , faith 
St. Peter, dwelling among them, in ſeeing and hearing 
vexed his righteous ſoul, from day to day, with their 
unlawful deeds. | 

Holy David alſo, upon all occaſions, teſtifies 
his great trouble and grief for the Sins which he 
ſaw committed by others, and was ſo affected 
with them that he trembled at the very thought 


of them : Rivers of tears, ſays he, run down mine Pſalm 115. 


eyes , becauſe men keep: not thy Law: And in the 3©: 


ſame Pſalm, Horrour hath taken hold of me, becauſe »v. 5; 
of the wicked which for ſake. thy Law : And again, I y. 158, 


beheld the tranſgreſſours and was grieved, becauſe they, 
kept not thy Word. And 
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And how does Daniel humble himſelf beloie 
God and mourn, and in the name of all the 
People, and of all Degrees and Orders of men 
among them, take ſhame ro himſelf and them, 
for the great Sow which they had been guilty of 
, We have ſmned, and have committed miquity , and 


| have done wickedly : O Lor d, righteouſneſs belczoeth 


unto-thee, but unto 1s confuſum of ih as at this 
day: To onr Kings, to our Princes, and to our Fa 
thers, becauſe we have ſmned agamſt thee. 

With what trouble and contuſton does Exra , 
upon a folemn Day of taſting and humiliation . 
acknowledge and bewail the Sins of the People : > 
0 my God, lays he, 1 am aſhamed and bluſh to lift 
"up my face to thee my God : For our miuities are 
increaſed over our heads , and our treſpaſſes row 
#up unto the heavens: Since the days of our Fa- 
thers, we have been m'a great treſpaſs unto this day ; 
and for our iniquities have we, our King, and our 
Prieſts, been delivered into the hands of the Kings 
of the Lands, 

And thus alfo ought we, the People of this 


Hinfull Land, upon\this folema Day of faſting 


and kamifiatioh to fer our Sins in order before 
us, with all hel heinous agoravations ; and in 
the bitterneſs of our ſouls to lament and bewail 


that 


ER Ry 
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char general prevalence of Impiety and Vice 
which hath overſpread the Nation, and-'diffliſed 
it ſelf chrough all Ranks and Degrees of men , 
Magiſtrates, Miniſters and People. IT ſhall ſpeak 
ſomething more particularly. concerning each of 

theſe. 25%, RC 
1. The Sms of the Magiſtrates and thoſe 
that are i- Authority. They that make Laws 
for others , and are to ſee to the execution of 
them, onghe to be ſtrict obſervers of therti them- 
ſelves. For it muſt needs put a man 'not a lit- 
tle out of countenance to be ſevere upon thoſe 
faules in others of which he knows himſelf ro be 
notorioully guilty. And yer how many are there, 
whoſeplace and duty it is ro correct the 'vices 
and immoralities of others, who are far from 
being examples of vertue chemfelves > And 
therefore it isno wonder that there is ſo lame and 
anequal a diftribution of juſtice in the Nation, 
and that Magiſtrates are fo. cold and flack in the 
diſcountenancing of Vice and Impiety, and in 
putting the good and wholeſome Laws made 
againſt them in execution: As againſt che profs 
nation of the Lord's Day , by ſecular buſineſs, 
by vain ſports and paſtimes, which by the very 
nature of them -are apt. to diſſolve the' minds 
D of 
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of men into mirth and pleaſure, and, to carry 
them off from all ſerious thoughts of God and 
Religion, and from the meditations of another 
World; and to give the Devil an advantage , 
and an opportunity , which he never fails to 
take, to ſteal the good ſeed, the Word of God , 
which they have heard that Day, out of their 
hearts, and to make it of none effect: And 
which is yet worſe, by lewd and finfull practi- 
ces, which are unlawtull at any time, bur upon 
that Day, are a double breach and violation of 
God's Law. 

And likewiſe by neglefting to put in executi- 
on the Laws againſt profane Swearing and Cur- 
ſme, tor which the Land; mourns ; and againft 
Drunkenneſs, and Adultery, and Fornication, which 
are ſo common, and ſo impudently committed 
amongſt us: whether they be Civil, or Eccieſi- 
aſtical Laws ; and it is hard to fay which of 
them are molt remilly executed. 

And to mention no' more, by neglecting to 
proſecute that horrible Sin of Murther , ſo fre- 
quently now committed in our Streets beyond 
the example of former. Ages , with that ſeveri- 
ry and impartiality which is neceſſary to free 
the Nation from the guilt of chat crying Sin 
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which calls ſo loud to Heaven for vengeance. 

And all this, notwithſtanding the Magiſtrates 
are under the Oath of God to put the Laws in 
due execution againſt all theſe Crimes, 'ſo far as 
they come to their knowledge , and fall under 
their cognilance. 

2. The Sins 'of- the: Miniſters, ' who ſerve at 
Gods Altar, and watch over the'Souls:of men, 
whoſe bloud will be required at their hands, if 
any of them periſh through their fault and neg- 
lect. © There is no reaſon to doubt ,.- but © that 
there are a good number of faithfull Shepherds 
in the.Land, who watch over their Flocks with 
great care 'and conſcience, remembring the 
dreadfull account -which they muſt one day 
make to . Him--whb - ſhall judge the quick and dead, 
of the Souls committed to their charge. 

But yet how.grolly do many of us fail of the 
faichfull diſcharge of the ſubſtanrial parts of this 
high Office 2: wanting a jult ſenſe of the ineſti- 
mable.worth and value of the Souls of men for 
whom Chriſt died ; taking little or no care to 
inſtruct them in the good knowledge of the 
Lord, and: to:lead them in the way to cternal 
happineſs by: an exemplary converſation. 

Nay too many among us demean — 

2 0 
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ſo ſcandalouſfly , as perfectly to undermine the 
credit and effect of their Doctrine by leading 
lives fo directly contrary: to. it. ; ' and. to. alienate 
their People from the Church, and to. make 
them to abhorr the Sacrifice and Service of the 

| Lord by their wicked and unhallowed conver- 
ſations: hereby. expoſing them to the craft of 
 Seducers, and rendring them an caſte prey to 
the Emiſſaries of the Church of Rome, or to a- 
ny other Sect and Faction that pretends a grea- 
rer zeal for Religion, or makes a better ſhew of 
a ſtrict and unblameable lite.-: 5-036 | 
For who wall regard or believe thoſe Tea- 
chers;, who give all the evidence that can be 
by their lives and ations , that they do not be- 
lievethemſelves and their own Doctrines ? When 
all is ſaid , the life and manners of the Preacher 

| are the beſt eloquence , and have thar dint and 
1 power of perſuaſion in them, which no words, 
; no art can equal. Who fo lives as he ſpeaks, 
does, as it is ſaid of our Bleſſed Saviour, ſpeak 
as one that hath authority, and not as the Scribes : 
not as the Scribes; whoſe words, notwithſtan- 
ding all the formality and gravity; with which 
they were deliverd, did therefore want weight 
and force , becauſe, as our Saviour tells us of 
| ” + them, 
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chm, they ſaid, but did not ; their Lives were 
not aniwerable to their Doduine : Whereas 
our Bleſled Saviour therefore ſpoke as never man 
fpake, becauſe he livd as never man livd; fo 
innocent, fo ulſctull, ſo exemplary a life : He 
was holy, harmleſs, and undefild: He did no ſm, 
neither was guile found in bis lips : He fulfilled all 
righteouſneſs, and went about doing good. This was 
that which made Him fo powerfull a Preacher 
of Righteouſneſs; and we muſt neceſlarily fall lo 
much {ſhort of Him in the authoriry and effica- 

cy of our Sermons, as we do in the holineſs and 
goodneſs of our Lives.. Such a Preacher, and 
fuch a practice as that of our Blefled Saviour 
was, is every way fitted to reprove, and perſuade, 

and: reform Mankind. 

We now live in an Age and Church, where- 
in they who are called to be the Teachers and 
Guides of Souls ought to take great heed both 
ro their Doctrine and their Lives; that the 
Name of God may not be blaſphem'd , and his 
holy Religion be brought into contempt by 
thoſe, who , above all others, are moſt nearly 
concern'd to preſerve and ſupport the credit and 
honour of &. 


- And we cannot but ee , how our Religion 
and 
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and Church are beſet and endanger d on every 
fide ; by the rude aflaults of Infideliry, and by 
the cunning arts of ſeducing Spirits, and by our 
own inteſtine Heats and Divitions : And it can 
never be ſufficiently lamented , no though it 
were with tears of bloud, thar we whole parti- 
cular charge and employment it is to build up 
the Souls of. men in a holy Faith, and in the re- 
ſolution of a good Life, ſhonld , for want of 
due inſtruction, and by the diſlolute and profli- 
oate lives of too many among us, and by in- 
Haming our needleſs Differences about leſſer 
things, have ſo great a hand in pulling down 
Religion, and in betraying the Souls of men 
either to downright infidelity , or to a careleſs 

negle&t and profane contempt. of:. all Religion. 
May not God juſtly expoſtulate this matter 
with us, as he did of old with the People of 
the Jews * A wonderfull and horrible thing is com- 
mitted in the Land ; the Prophets prophecy falſly., 
and the Prieſts bear rule by their means, . and my 
People love to have it ſo, and what will ye doe in 
the end thereof ? When they who are the Paſtors 
and Guides of Souls, have by their ill 'conduct 
and management brought matters. to that. pals, 
that the generality of the People fie down con- 
& rented 
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tented with the worlt ſtate of things , and are 
become almoſt indifferent whether they have a- 
ny Religion or not , what can the end of theſe 
things be, bur that the Kingdom of God will be 
taken from us, and given to a Nation that will 
bring forth the fruits of it ? 

It ever there be a publick Reformation a- 
mong . us, it muſt begin ar the Houſe of God ; 
and they who are the Miniſters of Religion muſt 
lead on this work, and be more carefull and 
conſcientious in the diſcharge of that high and 
holy Office which is committed to them by the 
Great Shepherd and Bifhop of Souts. Ele , what 
ſhall we ſay when God ſhall challenge us, as he 


once did the Paſtours of the Fewiſh Church, by 


his Prophet, ſaying, Where s the Flock that was 7*r.13, 20, 


given thee, thy beautifull Flock? what wilt thou ſay ©" 
when He ſhall puniſh thee £ 

3. The Sins of the People; amongſt whom 
there is almoſt an univerſal corruption and de- 
pravation of Manners ; inſomuch that Impier 
and Vice ſeem to have overſpread the face of 
the Nation; ſo that we may take up that fad 
complaint of the Prophet concerning the People 
of tjrael, and apply it to our ſelves ;. that we 


are a ſinfull Nation, .a People laden with iniquity, a 1ſai. 1. 4, 5 


ſeed 
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eed of evil doers ; that the whole head us fick, and 
the whole beart faint ; and that from the ſole of 
the foot even to the head, there is no ſoundneſs in us, 
but wounds, and bruifes, and putrifying ſores. 

| We may juſtly ſtand amazd to conſider, how 
the God of all patience is provokd by as every 
day ; to think, how long he hath born with us 
and ſuffered our manners; our open Protaneneſs, 
and Infidelity ; our great Immoraliries, and groſs 
Hypocriſy ; our inſolent contempt of Religion, 
and our ill-favourd counterfeiting of it for low 
and ſordid ends: And, which is the moſt me- 
lancholy conſideration of all the reſt, we feem 
to be degenerated to that degree, that it 1s yery 

| much to be feard, there is hardly integrity e- 

| nough left amongſt usto ſave us. 

F And then if we conſider further our moſt un- 

| charitable and unchriſtian Divilions, to- the en- 


: 
Þ dangering both of our Reformed Religion, and 
1 of the Civil Rights and Liberties of the Nation : 
: 


| Our incorrigibleneſs under the Judgments of God 
; which we have ſeen abroad' in the Farth, and 
which have-in- a very ſevere and terrible manner 
been inflicted upon theſe Kingdoms , that the 
Inhabitants thereof might learn righteouſneſs : Our 
inſenfibleneſs of the Hand of God, ſo: viſtble in 


bis 
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his late Providences towards us, and in the ma- 
ny merciful and wondertul Deliverances which 
from time to time He hath wrought for us. 

And Jaſtly, it we refle& upon our horrible 
Ingratitude to God our Saviour and mighty 
Dehverer; and to Them likewiſe whom He 
bath fo fignally honour'd in making them the 
happy mears and Inſtruments of our Delive- 
rance : And this, not'only exprels'd by a bold 
contempt of their Authority,but by a moſt un- - 
natural conſpiracy againſt Them with the great- 
eſt Enemies not onely to the Peace of the Na- 
tion, but likewiſe to the Reformed Religion 
therein profeſs'd and by Law eſtabliſhed; and 
to the intereſ} of it all the World over. 


So that we may fay with Ezra, and now, Ezra. 9. 


O our God, what ſhall we ſay unto thee after 5. 
this? And may..not God likewie ſay to us, as 
He did more then once to the Fews ® all 1 
not wiſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord, and 
ſhall not wy jou be avenged on ſuch a Nation as 
tbis:? 

Thirdly, we ſhould kkewtſe, upon this Day, 
earneſtly deprecate God's diſpleaſure » and 
make our humble Supplications to Him, that 
He would. be graciouſly pleasd to avert thoſe 

E terrible 
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rerrible Judgments which hang ,over us, and 
which we have juſt cauſe to fear may fall ups 
on us; and that He would be entreated by us 
at laſt to be appeasd towards us, and to turn 
from the fierceneſs of his Anger. 
This we find the People of God were wont 
to do upon their Solemn days of Faſting and 
| Prayer, and this God expreſly enjoyns :. Blow 
Feel 2. the Trumpet in Zion, ſanflify a Fa$t, call a ſo- 
15, 16, lemn Aſſembly; gather the People, ſanftify the 
#7 Congregation, aſſemble the Elders, 8c. Let the 
Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord, weep between 
the Porch and the Altar, and let them ſay, Spare 
thy People, O Lord, and give not thy heritage to 
reproach, that the Heathen ſhould rule over them : 
Wherefore ſhould they ſay among the People, where 
7s their God e | 
And to this earneft deprecation of his Judg- 
ments God promiſeth a gracious anſwer ; for 
7.18, ſo it immediately follows: Then will the Lord 
be jealous for bis Land, and pity his People. 
And thus likewiſe Daniel, when he ſet his 
Dan. 9.3. face to ſeek the Lord God, by prayer and ſuppli- 
cation, with faſting and ſackcloth and aſhes, does 
in a moſt humble and earneſt manner depre- 
care the diſpleaſure of God towards his People, 
and. 
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and beg of Him to remove his = and 
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to turn away his anger from them, O Lord, ac- yer. 16. 
cording to all thy righteouſneſs, I beſeech thee, let ka 18, 


thine anger and thy jury be turned, away from thy © 
City Jeruſalem, thy Holy Mountain : Becauſe for 
our fins, and for the iniquity of our Fathers, ]e- 


ruſalem and thy People are become a reproach to © 


all that are about us. Now therefore, O.God, 
bear the prayer of thy Serwant and bis ſupplicati- 
on; and cauſe thy face to ſhine upon thy SanSua- 
ry which is deſolate, for the Lord's ſake. O my 
God, incline thine ear and hear, open thine eyes 
and behold our deſolations, and the City which is 
called by thy Name: For we do not preſent our 
ſupplications before thee for our righteouſneſs, but 
for thy great mercy: O Lord hear, O Lord for- 
give, O Lord hearken and do; defer not for thine 
own ſake, O my God; for thy City and thy Peo- 
ple are called by thy Name. 

And thus alſo ſhould We, upon this Solemn 
Occaſion, cry mightily unto God, and with the 
greateſt importunity i deprecate thoſe terrible 
Judgments which we fo righteouſly have de- 
ſerv'd, and-to which the great and crying Sins 
of the whole Nation have fo juſtly expoſed us: 
Hambly beſeeching Him, not for our righteoul- 
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neſs, but for his great mercy; for his own 
Names fake, and becauſe we are his People 
.and are called by his Name, and becauſe his 
Holy Truth and Religion are profeſsd amongſt 
us; that He would be pleas'd to hear the pray- 
ers of his Servants and their (upplications which 
| they have made before him this Day, for the 
Lord's ſake. 

Fourthly, we ſhontd Iikewifſe, upon this 
Day, pour out our moſt earneſt Supplications. 
ro Almighty God, for the preſervation of their 
Majeſties ſacred Perſons, and for the profperi- 
ty and eſtabliſhment of their Government, and 
for the good fucce(s of their Arms and Forces 
by Sea and Land. 

And more eſpecially, ſince His Majeſty, with- 
ſo many Confederate Princes and States of Ex- 
rope, is engaged-in fo neceſſary an undertakin 
for the Common good. of Chriſtendom, and for 
the mutual preſervation and recovery of their 
reſpeCQive P:ights:: We ſhould earneſtly im- 
plore the favour and: affiſtance of Almighty 
God in fo juſt and glorious a Cauſe, againſt the 
common Invader-and oppreſſour of the Rights: 
and.Liberties-of. Mankind. 

And 
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And that of his infiaite Goodneſs He would 
be graciouſly pleafed to take the Perſon of our 
Soweraign Lord the King into the particular 
care and protection of his Providence: Thar 
He would ſecure his precious Life from all ſe- 
cret Attempts, and from open Violence : That 
He would give his Angels Charge over him,and 
cover his head in the day of Battel, and crown 
it with vitory over his Enemies, and reftore 
Hum to us again in fafety.. 


And that He wauld likewife preſerve and 


diret the Queev's Mgeſfty, in whoſe hands the 
Adminiſtration of the Government is at preſent 
ſo happily placd: That He would give Her 


wiſdom and reſolution for ſuch a Time as this, 


and ſupport and carry Her through all the Dit- 


ftculties of. it: 


And laſtly, that He would bleſs them Both . 
wich a long Life, and a peaceful and happy 


Reign over us; that wnder they we may live 


quiet .and peaceable lives in. all godlineſs and ho-. 


nejry. 


Fifthly, our Faſting and humiliation ſhould : 
be accompanyed with our -Alms and Charity to - 


the poor. and +needy.: And -we ſhould every 


one. of. us, according to-the counlel-given by. 


the 
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the Prophet to King Nebuchadnezzer, break off 
our ſins by righteouſneſs, and-our iniquities by 


ſhewing mercy to-the poor, if it may be a length- 


ning of our tranquillity ; hereby intimating that 
if there be any way to prevent or remove the 
Judgments of God, and to prolong the tran- 
quilliry and happineſs of Prince and People, a 
{ſincere Repentance, and. a great Charity to 
them that are in neceſſity and diſtreſs, are 
molt likely to prevail with God, not only to 
reſpite the ruine of a ſinful People, but to in- 
cline Him to thoughts of peace towards them : 
For' ſo he promiſeth ro the Fews upon their 
fincere Repentance, and' earneſt Supplication 
to Him, which are alwayes accompanied with 


Charity to the poore : For I know the thoughts 


1b which Think towards you, ſaith the Lord,thoughts 


of peace, and: not of evil, to give you an unex- 


peed end : Then ſhall ye call upon me, and ye 


ſhall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken un- 


to you : And ye ſhall ſeek me, and find me, when 
Je ſhall ſearch for me with all your heart. 

AndI have often thought that the extraordi- 
nary Charity of this whole Nation, and of our 
pious Princes who are ſo ready to every good 
work and fuch bright and ſhining Examples in 
this 
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this kind, more than once (o ſeaſonably exten- 
ded to the: relief of our diſtreſſed Brethren, 
who fled hither for retuge from. the Rage and 
Cruelty of their Perſecutors: TI ſay, I have of- 
ten thought, that this very thing, next ro the 
infinite mercy and goodneſs of Almighty God, 


hath had a very. particular influence upon our 


preſervation and deliverance from thoſe terri- 
ble Calamities which were juſt ready to ruſh in 
upon, us. And what cauſe, have we to thank 
God who hath allotted to us: this more bleſſed 
and merciful -part, to give and not to receive ; 
to be free from perſecution. our ſelves,” that fo 
we might be in a capacity: to give refuge and 
relief to them that were perſecuted ?. 

There are but few that have the faith to be- 
lieve it, but certainly Charity to the poor is a 
great ſecurity to us in times of evil : So Da- 
vid aſſures us, ſpeaking of the righteoxs or Cha- 
ritable man, He ſhall not, layes he, be afraid in 
the ewil time, and in the days of Dearth he ſhall 
be ſatisfy d. | 

And fo likewiſe in Times of publick Diſtreſs, 


when we are beſet with cruel and powerful E- 


nemies,who if God were not on our fide would 


{wallow us up, the publick Charity of a Nati- 
on 
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on hath many times prov'd its beſt ſafeguard 
and ſhield: Ir fball frght for thee, faith the Son 
of Sirach, ſpeaking of the Charity of Almes, 
again$i thine Enemy, more than a mighty ſhield 
and ſtrong ſpear. | 
And of this, as I ſaid before, IT doubt not 
but We of this Nation, by the great 
and goodneſs of God to us, have had happy 
_ experience in our late wonderful Deliverance 
under the Condu& and Valour of one of the 
beſt and braveſt of Princes; to whom by too 
many among us, the moſt unworthy and nn- 
thankful returns have been made for all the un- 
wearied pains he hath undergone, and for the 
many deſperate hazards to which he hath ex- 
poled himſelf for our fakes, that ever were 
made to fo great and generous a Benefa- 
Qour : To fo great a BenefaQor, I ſay, not 
onely to thefe 'Nations, but even to all 
Europe, in afſerting and maintaming their Li- 
bertics apainſt the inſoſent pride and unjuſt 
encroachments of one of the greateſt Oppreſ- 
ſors the World hath known for many Ages: 
Of whom it may be ſaid as Fob doth of the 


Fob 41. Leviathan, upon the earth there 3s not hzs like : 1 
33: 34 am glad I cannot apply what immediately fol- 


lows, 
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Jows, that he is made without fear ; but ſurely 
the next words are oppoſite enough, he behol- 
deth all bigh things, and is King of all the chil- 
dren of pride: And yet He that 3s Higher than 
the highe$}, even He that fateth in the Heawens 
doth laugh at. him, for He ſeeth that his Day is 
commy. | | 

To conclude this Particular; if we would 
have our Prayers aſcend up to Heaven and find 
acceptarice there,” our Almes muſt go -along 
with :them: So the' Angel intimates: when he 
ſays-to' Cornelins, thy Prayers and thine Almes 48, 10. 
are gone up for a memorial before God : Thy Pray-4- 
ers and thine” Almes; they muſt go together 
if we defire that our Prayers ſhould-be effe- 
Qual. 'And the Prophet Iſaiah, ſpeaking of 
the Fa which God hath choſen, and which is 
acceptable to Him , makes Charity and Almes 
a moſt eſſential part of it: Is #t not,' ſays he, 
td deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou 31, cg. 
bring the poor that are caft out to thy houſe ;7, g. 
when thou ſee$Þ the naked that thou cover him, 
and that thou hide' not thy ſelf from thine own 
fleſh; Then ſhalt thou call and the Lord ſhall 
anſwer; thou ſhalt cry, and He ſhall ſay, here. 
I am. EE 

F Sixt bly, 


«i 
WO 
of 


a a 


4 x » To. f5 be” ur 
Fe 


A Fad» Sermon preached 


| Sixtbly and laſtly, we thould proſecute our 
- Repentance ;and good: reſolutions-40: the acu- 
al Reformation and amendment of. out' Lives, 
For in this Repentance doth. mainly-conſiſt: 
This' is che proper fruit and effeRt.of all: aur 
humiliatn':and good ireſolutions,;. ta.forſake 
our fins, arid to become better for the. fu. 
hite';” more pious and. devout, +0'wards God, 
morerſober and 'chaft with regard ;to-pur- ſelves, 
more aft And: charitable, ; more! : humble. and 
meek 'towards: all: * MEN.<. In ia word;;: aort & in- 


--. hoveht,' more uſeful, and hore: ly in) all jnan+ 
- ner of turkverſaton. 


And without 'this, all our « Fabling and hn- 
afkacichb) var moſt earneſt Prayers apd 'Sup+ 
plicarions;; will fienifie| nothing ;: AJ}. our ſor+ 
row and 'teares will be but...as water ſpit, up- 
on''the' 'gronnd,. .and will not, ttrn) (to. any Ac- 
ooUunt/either roi fave our own Sbuls, ,or to pre- 


- \ferve #hre 'untoward generation, this crooked and 
perverſe Nation, from ruin and. defiruction. 


2 Chron, ©: God tells Solomon, . that: this .is the onely 


7. 14. 


way to png reconcile. Him to a finful 
People : : If wy People ,which is called by 'my 
Name ſhall bambile themſelves, and pray, and 


ſech my face, and turn from their wicked ways : 
Then 
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Then will I hear in Heaven, and forgive their ſin, 


and beal their Lantl; 
And if this were FA happyeffet of our Pray- 


ersand Humiliation this' Day, 'to mirn 25 from; Zech. 8. 


our wicked ways ; God would then turn away 
his abger from us; and; as he'promiſfed to the 

ews by the Prophet. Zecbary, He: would turn 
cheſeWurr iGHeNy Pat 410" joy, and glatlneſs, 
Hf eBrorfhl' Prafis5* & be halbrin>s greac 
tieaftre already oo,” "TRIEY be bis 'grear aut 
glovioth Naw: \_ 

Bub'iP we will tibe: heather and: olleyyoden 
we'expe@'thar Got ſhould: deliver us from the . 
hands of our Enemyes that we' may fir againſt 
Him without fear all the dayes of our Lives ? 
To what purpoſe ſhould! the Providence of - 
God take” iſ "much cafe to preſetve'our Reli- 

joh'ro'1ts, when. we make no' better uſe of 
it' for fie 'direQtion and government of -our - 
Lives ?*' When it ſerves moſt of us, onely to.. 
talk#df ib#5and too: many ariongft us, to talk 
dgainft it, ro'deride it, and deſpitefully ro'uſe 
t © If this be the crack of our Caſe, what can - 
we ſay, why the Kingdom' of God ſhould: not 
be taken from ws and given to a Nation! that 
will biing-forth the fruits of -it ? | What tan 
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Ezek.33. 
31, 


we ſay, 'why our Candleſtick. ſhoald not be 
remov'd, and the light of the glorious Goſpel 
of Chrift which' we have ſo long enjoyed, and 
fo long rebelled againſt, ſhould nor be utterly 
extinguiſh'd amongſt ns ? 

And if I cannot prevail with you to come 
to theſe good Reſolutions, and to, make them 

good: If. you will not be perſwaded to pra- 
Bile, yet be pleas'd to attend to what we fay : 
Hear our words at leſt, if ye will not do 
chem. This the People of the Jews would do, 

when they were at:the-worſt : So God tells - 
the Prophet concerning them: | They:come .unto 
thee, as the People cometh and they. fit before 
thee, as my People; and wed hear t y worde; 
but they will not do them. 

I had much. rather at any. time have a 1+ 
on to praiſe than to' reprove, eſpecially, in this 
great Afembly : And yet it is not to be dil- 
ſembled, that the behaviour of too- many..in 
this Place is frequently ſo careleſs and: irreye- 
rent, as is very misbecoming: thoſe who are. in 
the more peculiar Preſence - of -the great and 
glorious Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, and pro- 
feſs at that very time co worſhip Him. ; 

I am ſure, we have a; better Pattern: perpe- 
tually 


before the. Queer) 


cually "a us;- of, a, decent and = 

devotion, of a moſt ſerious and. ſieddy.atten- 
tion, ,without wandring,, without diver{ion;3nd 
without drowſineſs. :..lygh an' Example as 1 can- 
not but hope will in.a, ſhort tzimeygain UPQn us 
all, and. by amore gentle and tent _—_— 
win us to the iimicatiop of it} ic... {,) 

And; if; we could. buc be prevaifd upon ta! 
co hear with that Attention, har ex' 1g Hats 
the Worlhip.and the Word of God, /iit might 
then be, hop'd th we, wopld; conſider; quhac.is 

;; and capfideration” would. probably; work 
convidion,. and convidtion!bring us..to a! bets. 
ter mind, and to a firm purpole of doing what 
we are inwardly convinc'd it is both our duty 
and our intereſt to do. 

Let us then go away from this Solemnity, 
with a reſolution to do every one what we 
ought; truly and earneſtly to repent us of our 
{ins paſt, and to lead a new life for the future ; 
to fear that great and terrible God in whoſe pre- 
ſence we have humbled our ſelves this Day ; 
and to turn to Him that hath ſmitten us, leſt we 

rovoke him to puniſh us yet ſeven times more, 
and after that ſeven times more for our ſins, _ 
or 


a” EA Sermon pretched. 


for our impenitency in" them, till at aft He 
make our plagues wonderfull. 

_To conclude ; let us every one, with thar 
true Penitent' in Fob, take words'to'our felves 
and ſay, ſurely it is nieet"to be ſaid unto God, T 
have born chaſtiſetrent, I will not offend any more ; 
that which T ſee not teach thou mie, and if I have 
done indyuity, F will 4o #6 more.” Oh ! that were 
ſuch a heart in us, "tht it thight be well ith wr; 
and with onr children for ever. | 

Which God of his infiriite Goodneſs Tho 
for- his mereyes ſake in Teſus Chr;ft :' _ 
with chee O' Father” 4nE the! =_ | 
all Honour and' Glory, . "both now. Die 2] 
Amen. ie all S 
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